He had a case in which absolute deafness took place, and the patient was so absolutely deaf for several years that she acquired the faculty of lip-reading. He was unable to cure her, but she suddenly recovered completely as the result of having, to lie in bed for an intercurrent illness. The question was whether the present patient should be kept at a school for lip-reading. It would be a great pity if she were not placed among normal speaking children, so that by imitation she might acquire the natural mode of speech.
He had a case in which absolute deafness took place, and the patient was so absolutely deaf for several years that she acquired the faculty of lip-reading. He was unable to cure her, but she suddenly recovered completely as the result of having, to lie in bed for an intercurrent illness. The question was whether the present patient should be kept at a school for lip-reading. It would be a great pity if she were not placed among normal speaking children, so that by imitation she might acquire the natural mode of speech.
Mr. LAWRENCE, in reply, said that all he could judge from as to the previous condition of the hearing was from what he had been told. The deafness was evidently very profound, and from the character of tlle voice he thought the patient must have been almost, if not quite, a deaf-mute. He had a feeling that she was hearing nmore than a person ini her condition might have been expected to hear. Stenosis of Right Auditory Meatus.
PATIENT, a girl, aged 17. Right auditory meatus represented bv a sinus, into which a probe can be passed about 1 in., and which discharges a honey-like fluid. Mother states that the ear was severely injured at birth, and has discharged ever since.
Hearing (right side) Voice: 1. Conversational, 3 ft. I taken from 2. Whisper, 6 in. ) the side.
Watch 3 30 Rinne-minus 10 sec. Weber-right. G4 tuning-fork and high notes of Galton's whistle heard well. On inflation the air appears to pass into a cavity, but not through the sinus, and hearing is not improved thereby. Left side: Meatus and -hearing normal.
DISCUSSION.
Mr. WHITEHEAD asked whether any microscopical or bacteriological examination of the fluid had been made, as it seemed important in regard to treatment. The causation was somewhat doubtful; it seemed as if it were secondary to chronic inflammatory trouble, and the question was whether anything further should be done now or whether it should be left.
Mr. LAWRENCE suggested that the meatus should be turned back and the condition behind inspected. The hearing could not be made much worse, and something might be found which would enable the condition to be remedied.
Mr. CHEATLE said he thought it was a case of chronic eczema of the meatus, and that improvement would take place on treatment.. Dr. URBAN PRITCHARD expressed strong a9greement with Mr. Cheatle's observations. He thought it was a case of very chronic eczema, in which there was so much thickening that the meatus was almost closed. He asked whether any treatment for eczema had been tried, because that should precede any surgical means.
Dr. KELSON, in reply, said that no bacteriological examination had been made, but the microscopical one pointed to eczema, and there was very little pus in the discharge. It had been persistently treated as eezema, but it had come back as uncured. The treatment had extended over six months. The question was whether surgical interference was called for. There had never been any pain. When the discharge improved the hearing imlpoved, but there was no permanency. 
